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that of ultramontaiiism, and that these dangers could only be
met with the co-operation of those he had persecuted at first,

No peace would have been possible with Pius IX, but he died
in 1878, and was succeeded by a much more diplomatic Pope
Leo XIII, who very early in his pontificate made it clear that
a modus vivendi would have his full approval and support.
An exchange of friendly letters between the new Pope and the
Emperor was among the first signs of a healthier state of affairs,
and the papal encyclical, though maintaining all the papal claims
intact, was conciliatory in tone. A further letter from the
Pope, however, hinting at the desirability of a modification of
the May Laws, deeply offended Bismarck, who said the question
rather was what steps the Church intended to take, and who
bitterly resented an allusion to the alteration of the constitution.

A further exchange of friendly letters took place between
the Pope and the Crown Prince after the attempted assassination
of the Emperor, but Bismarck, although quite pleased to make
an appointment to meet Cardinal Masala at Kissingen to discuss
the situation, still thought that the chief difficulty in the way
of peace was the fact that Germany had more to offer to the
Church than the Church to the State. At this stage, judging
from his memorandum to Falk, he did not realize how necessary
the Centre was to become1 to him if his new economic and social
policy was to triumph over the determined opposition it had
aroused among the National Liberals and Social-Democrats.

As the months passed this became more and more obvious,
and concessions that had only angered the Chancellor when
first suggested now began to appear less impossible. The new
Pope was sincerely anxious for peace, and since a repeal of the
May Laws seemed out of the question, at first he contented
himself with writing a letter to Archbishop Melchers of Cologne,
hoping that they would now be administered with moderation.
Even a concession like this meant a change of policy which was
not forthcoming at the moment, and could hardly be carried
into practice while Falk remained in office. But Bismarck's
change of policy in other ways was extremely distasteful to the
Minister, and he resigned in July 1879, carrying with him into
retirement a strong feeling of disgruntled bitterness.

The Pope concentrated for the time being on the question
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